had no very decided effect upon the auricles. Lately, considerable improvement has followed the daily application of hydrogen peroxide, followed by alcohol, and then by 5 per cent. argent. nit. in aq.
The exhibitor believes that the essential pathology of a condition such as this is the blockage of efferent lymph-vessels by the products of an inflammatory agrent-such as that which induces erysipelas. The evanescent attacks of cutaneous rednes and swelling to which the patient was formerly subject support this view. He does not favour the application of the term " eczema."
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT said such cases were always obstinate ones, and be agreed that they could not be classed as eczema, the septic infection usually being in the opening of the meatus itself. The thickening was on the outer surface of the concha, its posterior surface being usually free.
Mr. WEST asked what was the nature of the growth which was obtained from the cultures, and from which a vaccine was prepared.
Dr. KELSON said that three years ago1 he showed a somewhat similar case with a small pinhole meatus, and most of the Fellows present thought it was ordinary eczema of the meatus. It was treated for a long time with various remedies for eczema, but without avail, as it continually relapsed. Finally he cut away the whole of the posterior portion of the wall, making a very large meatus; and although that contracted down somewhat, a year afterwards there was a large meatus, and the condition was practically cured.
Dr. McKENzIE replied that he thought the culture was simply Staphylococcus albus. When a bacteriologist reported that organism as being present, it might be regarded as suspicious, because of the possibility of accidental contamination of the specimen by that organism. The vaccine had had no effect on the ear condition, but had a curious effect on the fleeting attacks of inflammation to which the patient was subject. Most improvement had been brought about by the use of the recently-applied hydrogen peroxide, followed by nitrate of silver. He FEMALE, aged 35. For several years both pinn.e had been swollen, cracked, and desquamating; from the cracks a serous fluid oozed and formed crusts. The condition was more aggravated on the left side; here there was great thickening of the subcutaneous tissue, and the skin was bound down to the cartilage. The condition did not extend beyond the entrance of the meatus. The exuding fluid gave a pure culture of Staphylococcus aureus, and the case was put under vaccine treatment with great resulting improvement.
The PRESIDENT asked how long the case had been under treatment by vaccines, and whether improvement was taking place.
Mr. SCOTT asked what dosage and the number of organisms Mr. West had given.
Mr. WEST replied that it was a very chronic case, and was always relapsing, especially in cold weather. Her ear was weeping, and was covered with cracks and scabs. She had been under treatment with lead lotion and calamine lotion, and ammoniated mercury ointment and ichthyol ointment. He would rather say the case was associated with, than due to, Staphylococcus aureus, because he did not know that the deep-seated part was due to Staphylococcus autreus. She had been under vaccine treatment for three weeks, and improvement had been marked. There had been no local treatment. There was now practically no surface exudation. He did not know whether the improvement was due to the vaccine. With regard to dosage, he would look the facts up and communicte them, to be ingluded in the report.' A Case of Chronic Infective Labyrinthitis. By C. E. WEST, F.R.C.S. FEMALE, aged 21. Right chronic discharge since early childhood. First seen on September 29, 1910. Right facial paralysis for about a week; total right deafness and loss of thermal excitability; marked asymmetry between reaction to rotation on right and left sides; tympanum full of granulations. Diagnosis: Chronic infective labyrinthitis. Operation, October 5: Radical mastoid; posterior part of promontory and ampullary parts of external and superior canals replaced by sprouting masses of granulations; facial nerve absolutely isolated froin bony support between them. Double vestibulotomy. Present condition: Ear nearly dry; total deafness remains; some slight improvement in condition of face.
Mr. WEST, in answer to the President, said the type of bone was that which Mr. Cheatle had familiarized members with under the name of "infantile." I Vaccine of Staphylococcus aureus (patient's own strain) has been given in weekly doses, commencing with 50 million and rising to 200 million. There has been no marked general or local reaction. I
